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SERMON 


Preached before the 


KINGad QUEEN 


AT 
WHITE-HALYL, 


April 16. 1690. 
BEING THE 


FASTI-DA Y. 


PROv. xiv. 3.4: 


Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation : but Sin is a 
reproach to any people. 


] F weenlargeour thoughts beyond our own nar- 


row particular beings,and look upon our ſelves 
as Members of a Community ; we cannc: but 
think it our intereſt to indeavour its ſafety, 
ao leſs-than the preſervation of our natural body : 
Whoſe health ought not to be dearer to us, than the 
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proſperous and flouriſhing eſtate of the Countrey 
where we live. 

Which if we heartily wiſh (as we ſeem to do 
by our aſſembling here together to implore the 
Bleſſing of Heaven upon their Majcſties, and the 
Forces they imploy tor our preſervation) it con- 
cerns us to apply our ſelves unto the ſerious uſe of 
all thoſe means, which we ſee to be neceſſary for 
the making our Prayers ſucceſsful. 

Now there is no Book in the Holy Scriptures, 
which gives us fuller direQtions, in the way to 
make, not only private Perſons, and Families, but 
whole Kingdoms and States happy, than this of 
Solomon: who compriles them all in this general 
Maxime here ia my i ext, Rzghreouſneſs exalteth 
anation, &Cc. 

I will not vex our Tranſlation, nor examine the 
cxaCtneſs of it in the latter part of the Verle, 
which may be otherwiſe rendred : But conſider 
the words as an ancient Proverb; grounded on 
great realon, conſtant obſervation, and long ex- 
perience ; which aflured King Solomon of theſe 
two things. Firftl, Of the certain way and means 
romakea Nation Great, Honourable and Famous : 
Secondly on the contrary, of the no leſs certain way 
and means to lay it low, and make it baſe and vile 
in the eyes of all the World. 

Theke are the two parts of my "Text, rhe firſt of 
which is expreſſed in the beginning of the words ; 
Righteoſneſsexalteth a nation : "That's the way to 
make it great and glorious. The ſecond, in the 
latter part of the Verſe, fi is areproach to any peo- 
ple : That's the way to lay them low, were they 

never 
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never {0 high, in riches, reputation and all other 
things, betore. | 
he firſt of theſe being evidently. proved,. will 

neceſſary infer the ſecond : And theretore, after a 
brief explication of what is-meant here by Ryghte» 
ouſneſs, I ſhall endeavour, in the relt of my Dif- 
courſe, to make good the truth of what Solomon 
aſſerts concerning it ; by ſhowing, how a Nation 
is raiſed and advanced by Righteouſneſs. 

It is certain that Righteouſneſs hath a threefold 
y—_— in Scripture ;, yea,. in this very Book 
of the Proverbs. 


1. Where firſt, it ſignifies that particular vertue, 
which we.call Juſtice and honeſt dealing : which 


conſiſts, in giving to every one, that which pro-- 
perly belongs to him. Thus the Wiſe Man uſes. 


the. word in Prov.X V 1.8. Better is. a little with righ- 


teouſneſs, than great Revenues without right. i. e. A. 


{inall Eſtate honeſtly gotten, is to be. preferred be- 
forea great one, gotten by fraud and doing wrong 
to others. 


2. Sometimes tne ſignification' is inlarged,. to; 


include in it another vertue alſo, viz. Mercy and 
Charity. In which ſenſe the Wiſe man ſeems to 
uſe it /to omit. other places) Prov. XI. 4. Riches 
Profit not in the day of wrath (1. e. in a calamitous 
time) but righteouſneſs (i.e. doing good with our 


riches) delivereth from death ; may preſerve us. in: 


he greateſt dangers. 
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2. But there is another acceptation of theſe 
words, which is more comprehenſive : Wherein 
it ſignifies not only theſe ; but all other vertues 
whatſoever: Univerſal obedience to the Laws of 
God. And thus it is commonly taken in this Book ; 
particularly, here in my Text, as appears from that 
which is oppoſed to it, in the latter part of the 
words, viz. Sin. Which moſt certatnly fignifies 
all ſorts of wickedneſs ; and therefore by righteoaſ- 
neſs weought to underſtand all manner of Vertne : 
Pietyand Holineſs ; as well as Fuſtice and Mercy. 
In one word, true Religion: Which I may fafely 
uſe inſtead of the word Righteouſneſs ; as com- 
prehending under it whatſoever 1s good and. ver- 
tuous ; which ſprings from true Religion and. the 


fear of God. 


Now theſe things being premiſed, I ſhall addreſs 
my ſelf to the proof of this Propoſition : That 
true Religion and Piety (which is the. Mother of 
Juſtice, Mercy, Moderation, andall other vertues) 
exalteth a Nation : That is, makes it truly great and 
honourable z of great power, and in great eſteem 
inthe World. "Y 

Which irdoth (1.) in it felf; and (2.) by ver- 
tue of its own natural fruits and Conſequences: 
And (3.) by procuring the Bleffing of Divine 
Providence upon that Countrey where it. flou- 
riſhes. 


I. Firſt, 
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Firſt, 1 ſay, Righteouſneſs, that is, true Re- 
ligion, in it ſelf, promotes and advances the 
glory of a. Nation ; being,,.. in its'own Na- 


ture; a truly great, noble, and honourable thing 5 


hich every Man praiſes and commends in others, 
though perhaps he doth not love to praCtiſe ir 
himſeff. For who is there, for inſtance, that 
doth not rather love. and honour a People, thay 
are juft, holy, and devout ; than a Nation that 
is meerly rich, powerful, and mighty ? It;is poſſi- 
ble'a Nation may be ſo for a time, though it 
do 'not ' ſtand upon the Foundations of Truth, 
Juſtice and Piety ; bur jt is impoſſible it ſhould 
haſt 'fo long : and while it doth continue '{o, 
what is its , Power, without Pzety, but an ability 
to'do Miſchief, and to. deſtroy ; which is hate- 
ful to allthe World ? | 

The greateſt Monarchs have ſometimes been 
the- greateft' Spoilers : Who, though . they , were 
feared, yet were never truely honoured, Though 
they acquired ' ſome fame, they never had. any 
Reputation, or Eſteem. Though they were 
cryed up, becauſe dreaded, while alive ;. yet they 
were always ſ{corned, becauſe hated, when they 


- were dead. 


' Whereas, on the contrary, Religious Princes, 
fuch as are Holy. towards God, and Merciful 
towards Men ; {ber m their Counſels and Con- 
duct : firm to their CompaQts and . Promiſes; 
faithful 'fo their Aliances, have always gained 

$4 | =-j--* the 
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the Love and Honour of all thoſe that read 


their Story. 


IT. 


But as — and True Religion, is 
iz i ſelf noble and honourable, highly eſteemed 
by all Men; and thereby a means to make a 
Nation glorious : fo it doth much more pro- 
mote the glory and intereſt of it, by its natural 
Conſequences; on which I ſhall longer inſift. 

I. Andhat, firſt of all, becauſe True Religioa 
and Vertue, promotes induſtry: which is the very 
N-rves and Sinews of every Commonwealth. 
It puts every Man into ſome Calling and Im- 
ployment ( not ſuffering Princes to live idly ) 
and makes every Calling aQtive and induſtrious ; 
and Induſtry gains Wealth and Riches; and 
Riches gained by honeſt induſtry procure Power, 
Intereſt, and Reputation in the World, For i# 
«11 labonr (faith this wiſe Man, wer. 23. of this 
Chapter) there is profit : but the talk of the lips 
rendeth only to penury. Induſtry and Labour are 
always beneficial, and bring many advantages 
along with them : but where time is ſpent in 
vain Company and frivolous Diſcourſes, in hear- 
ing what every one will tell, and telling again 
= hath been heard ; there follows Poverty, 
upon ſuch miſ-ſpence of time; and ſhame and-m+ 
fery follow that. According to that which we read 
in XII. Chapter 11. He that tilleth his land ſhall 
be - ſatisfied with bread : but he that followeth vain 


perſons, is void of underſtanding. As 1t he ſaid, 


He 
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He that minds the buſmeſs, unto which Gad 
and the nature of his Station calls) him, 
ſhall want nothing convenieat for him : but he 
who abandons himſelf ro the company of thoſe, 
who lead vain, idle, and uſeleſs lives, ſhall live 
in ſhame, and die in beggary ; and {ſo betray 
himſelf -to be a Man void of all underſtan- 
ding. 
Idle and extravagant perſons, are the very 
peſts of the Commonwealth : who lie as an 
heavy burden upon the Shoulders of others; be- 
cauſe they live wholly to waſte and ſpend, de- 
vour and conſume. The eat the fruit of other 
Mens labours, and drink the Sweat of their 
Neighbours Brows. ' Every thing is but a prey 
to them + who are little better than thoſe that 
rob and ſpoil ; for they live by the Confumpti- 
on of other People. Which, by the way, 
ſhould excite all that have any authority, tocor- 
rect this Vice, according to- the. wholſome 
Laws provided againſt it : which would be a 
part of that Reformation, on which it is the 
very. bulineſs of this day to reſolve, as the means 
to make us an happy Nation. 

For, on the other hand, the laborious -and in- 
duſtrious Man maintains that Startien wherein 
God hath placed him, though never ſo mean, 
againſt the. invaſion of want and / poverty ; - and 
againſt thoſe dreadful effe&s of Poverty, which 
frequently throw a Nation into terrible. Con- 


vullions, by producing in it Sedition and Con- 
fulion, 


B 2. Is 
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is ,not a © Nation +;then beholden to Relis 
gion, more than to any thing elſe, even: upon 
cis account; that by putting Men upon In- 
\ dultry and Labour;\.and making it apiece of 
| Conſcience not to walte ones time vainly, it 
prevents thoſe inſufferable miſchiefs,, which 
grow out of idlenels, floth and luxury? . + 
Which might be furcher demonſtrated from a 
\ known elfect of true Religion and the fear of 
py God; which is Sobreety, c Modexation, 'and Fra< 
gality ; which are; both! che jParent, and the pro- 
duct of Induſtry, Which Induſtry, I might al- 
{o ſhow, is not only the Mother of: Riches, 
but of Wiſdom allo, Learning, Knowledge, and. 
Underſtanding of all manner of rhings ; whether 
Natural, Moral, Political, or Divine. , Which are 
10t, gotten þy idleneſs; but'conſtantly procured, 
in ſome meaſure, by labour and pains; That 6, 
ſome men by their , Induſtry get Wiſdom and 
Knowledge ; Others, whole genius lies not that 
way, get Riches and Wealth; and there are 
thoſe who get both : and are all highly ſervice- 
able unto! the Nation; to advance the greatneſs, 

the power, the credit, -and the glory ;of it. 
| But having many things. to ſay, I omit all 
further Diſcourſe of theſe Conſiderations ; and 

deſire you, 


a 


IL. , Secondly, To confider, that as Righteouſ- 
nels, that is,, Irye Religion promotes private 
In:uftry, and by that means tends to the ad- 
vancement of a Nation; ſo it alſo diſpoles 
Men ( which is a far greater thing) to mind 

the 
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the publick good and honour; afthe Narionywhere 
they live. + ms ef 1 

There is no good Man, who hath-a true? 
{enſe of  Rebyjon and Vertue,- who doth'not ooh! 
ſider that he; was not barn. meerly. for--lamlelf 
but to help. forward. the good-of 'others- alſb;/ c- 
ven of, the whole Country whereof he is a '/Metn- 
ber. For next to the duty we owe unto God 
who made, us all,,, and unto. our [Parexts who 
brought , us into: the:Workd, alb Vertuons! Mtn! 
have always placed the dutyuw&owelotif Ua4hr 
try.. And the more. any:'Man:minds the &/#'6f 
theſe, his duty towards God ; the imore reli!) 
gioully will he mind the /aft, the fafery and 
hogour of his Country.” Which bught. to- be: {0 
dear unto us, that nq-private Friendfhifs} no;; 
nor . the duty -our Natural Parents ' challenge 
from us, ought ia, ſome-Cales; to come*in- corm- 
petition , with - it. "Thus! Mei of worth inithe 
ieveral Ages and -Nations of: the World, have 
ever thought, | | 

W hich makes our ſhame here. in -Exg/azd 'the 
oreater, - who ot late -ycars- have: had"ſo little 
regard to, this, which, of all :other 'thinigs ought 
to have ,, been' moſt; affectionately rendered! 
And what was: the: reaſon- of it, but 'an inun- 
dation of all manner- of Vice :and Wickedneſs 
upon {us ? This . was - the' general -cabſe! of "It! 
And, more.. particularly,:'1 Sexſwality ,*"'foarire} 
Ambition, Atheiſm and Infidelity ( which are the 
Fountaia of all Vice ): are very bafe-/and poot 
ſpirited things. !.- 2 1 | fi 


For 
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For a: vitious Man: is, at the beft;' but a' craf- 

and ſubtil Beaſt; and the Beaſts mind no» 
thing but themſelves ; or that which they 
look upon asa part of themſelves, their young 
ones; and that only, while they are young. 

Who: ever knew an Atheiſt truly uſeful, or 
ſerviceable to his Country ? Who can name one 
that ever lookt much beyond himſelf and his 
own private intereſts and pleaſures? And, indeed, 
how ſhould he do any thing noble and gene- 
rous for his Country { when it will expoſe 
him to .any danger or trouble) who cannor 
hope for a reward from God for what he 
doth ? 

How. ſhould an idle Companion, and a ſen- 
fual Perſon, a Man abandoned to his eaſe, his 
luſt, and bodily —_ a Man that loves no 
body but himſelf; .be concerned- for the good 
of his Country ? No, let the Laws and Liber- 
ties of it, fink or \wim; it 1s alike to him. 
For let his Relations, Friends, and Family beg 
or” ſtarve; Nay, let his. Heir be in danger to 
ask a morſel- of Bread at his Nei r's Door 
( for ſome 'of theſe Men are not {o- good as the 
Beaſts, who have a care of their young ones ) 
he will have his pleaſure, when his Luſts have 
beſotted him. They muſt be fed, and his Va- 
nity.-muſt be gratified ;. as. long as he is . able to 
make proyiſion. for them. Eet ſhame and in- 
famy,. the. hatred and il} will of the whole Na- 
tion- fall upon him, he regards it not : for his. 


whole care is for his own Carkaſs, to fulfil the 


laſts thereof. 
Which 
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Which is the nature alſo of Covetous and Am- 
bitious men ; who, to raiſe-themſelves, 'will not 
ſtick to ruin their Country. This is moſt mani- 
feſtly a very great Plague to the Common-wealth : 
Where there are many of this ſort of men in 
It, 

But now, on the contrary, that holy Religion, 
which teaches us to love our Neighbours as our 
ſelves, and not revengefully, or malitiouſ]y to hurt 
our Enemies; teaches us much more to love our 
Country : for the ſake of which, the better fort of 
Heathens did-not grudge to 9 nay to hazzard 
themſelves, to preſerve it in fafery. And there- 
fore he whois a good Chriſtian ; that is, lives ac- 
cording to the Laws of our Religion, is of a free, 
generous, and publick Spirit : willing to lay out 
himſelf, nay to ſuffer for the Common good. 

Tf there be an occaſion to-ſerve himfal, by diſ- 
ſerving the Publick, he will keep his hands clear 
and pure from ſuch fooliſh baſeneſs ; and ſerve his 
Country faithfully and juſtly : knowing that 
therein he moſt effeQtually ſerves himſelf, and 
ſhall gain by it both 4n «this World and in the 
next. 

Thus is that again verified which the man here 
affirms, as he had done before XI. x 1. By the bleſ- 
fing of the Upright the City is exalted. Uprig 
Piety highly tends to the advancement of a peo- 
ples happineſs ; both as it puts 'men upon labour 
and induſtry ; and asit makes them labour for the 
publick good. 


III. Uato 
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; KIT; Unto: wich add, ;in the hid place, that. 
Religion and Vertue, makes a” Nation ſtrong and 
powerful: Andthat, not only by the means before 
mentioned ; but by procuring likewiſe Vztity, Con- 
cord, and Agreement among fellow-Citizens and, 
Countrythen :'whb are;preſerved by being knit to- 
gether in Love, but undone by Diſcord and Diſ- 
ention, 


j 


Now true Religion combines men tagether, and. 
ſo-makes them mighty and :formidahle; Firſt, by 
removing:thc Gaufes of divition ;. and Secondly,by 
making them fetal the happy efe&s of peace and 
quietnels, 1-51 5Þ | 

The cauſes: of diviſion/are Pride,, Conceitedneſs, 
Self-will; - Coveroulneſs, :Ambuton ,., Selt-love, 
Hatred, Reveapey and ſuch hke Luſts ; from 
whence, ;as' St;'Jemes oblerves, come Quarrelings, 
and Fightings : That is, from want of true Reli- 
gion, which would cure men of all theſe evil qua- 
lixies : ard  make-them feel themfelyes happy, in 
mittual Love, and/humble Charity ; - as well as by 
the practice of jultice and truth, | 

For no man is either opprefled himſelf, or hath 
any inclination to opprels others, when he doth as 
he would be.dope þy:; not only, by abſtaining from 
doing injury:to others,: becauſe he would not be in- 
jared by them4;;but cþy; relieving, afſilting, and 
doing good to othets, begaule, ht would be ſo. dealt 
withal, were he in need of their ſuccour. Thar 1s, 
when true Charity and Brotherly kindnels is added 
unto juſtice and truth (as 1t 1s, where. true Reli- 
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gion prevalgs) in what an happy Condition is 
at Nation? where every one foe his Neigh- 
bours cafy and kind to him ; and he himſelt is 
caly to himſelf, For when is a Man more at 
eaſe, than when he hath no difference with any 
Body ; no Quarrels, no Contention, no Heart- 
burnings, nor evil Surmiſes : but his Soul is full 
of Love and Good-will towards others,being knit 
to them in ſincere AﬀeCtion, not only as his 
Neighbour, but as his Brethren and Friends. 

his is the Effet of True Religion ; and the 


' Effet of this is great Peace, and conſequently, 


Proſperity at Home. Where, as Nothing more 
diſhonours a Nation, and indangers it, than Do- 
meſtick Broils, or oppoſite Fattions ; which are 
always bandying one againſt the other, to the 
great damage, as well as diſgrace of all : So 
theſe are all prevented, or preſently quieted by 
Religion and Vertue ; to the great Honour and 
Glory, both of Religion, and of the Nation, 
which is ſo happy as to be under the bleſſed In- 
fluences thereof, 

The beſt Men indeed are liable to great In- 
firmities; which may ſometimes make them 
ttoubleſome unto themſelves, and unto others : 
through Miſinformation , through Miſtake, 
through Surpriſe, through Paſhon, and the like. 
Bat theſe not being wilful Evils,cannot prove very 
hurtful, nor be of long continuance. And' beſides, 
whete true Religion poſleſſes- the Heat, it 
makes -Men, on: one hand; ſo charitable, as to 


beat and to pardon ſuch Infirmities ;' and, on the” 


other hand, ſo humble, as to make the beſt 
C L amends 
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amends they can for any Harm they have done 
by their Miſtake or Paſſion, and to be more 
careful and kind for the time to come. For that 
commonly is the EffeQ of little Quarrels among 
good Men: who are {o much the faſter Friends, 
when they ſee their Errors, and have begg'd 
Pardon, and obtained and granted mutual For- 
givenels. 

Would to God it might be the Effet of our 
lamentable Differences and Contentions, in la» 
ter Years (as in all Reaſon it ought to be) to 
make us very feartul how we fall into the like 
again ; at leaſt to correCt that Sharpneſs, that 
Acrimony and Hatred wherewith thoſe Differen- 
ces were managed ; to the great ſcandal of our 
Religion, and the expoſing us all to be a Prey 
unto our Common Enemy, 

There will be ſtill Occaſions of Quarrelling, 
if we be ſo fooliſh as to lay hold on them and im- 
prove them. For we ſhall never be all of one 
Opinion in every thing; which will occaſion 
Diſputes 3 and they may occaſion Heats ; and 
they may beget Eſtrangements one from ano- 
ther; and thence may ariſe Animofities, and. 
open Breaci:es: Unleſs we moderate our ſelves, 
and religiouſly confider what we are a doing, 
what Miſchiefs we are -drawing upon our ſelves, 
when we engage fo fiercely in Conteſts ; about 
things perhaps of ſmall moment, or things in 
which Men will never be agreed, but there will 
be different Judgments concerning them. 

Let us, as was faid before, be touched with 
fach a lively ſenſe, that we are Members of one 


and 
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and the very ſame Body, and prefer the Publick 
Good, before our own Private Opinions and In- 
rereſts; and this will have a greater Power to 
knit us faſter together, than any thing elſe can 
have to divide us one from another. It we have 
any regard to this, to the Satety of our Nation, 
to the Safety of our Religion, not only here, but 
in- all other Proteſtant Countries abroad ; We 
carinot but be inclined thereby to join our Coun- 
ſels, our Studies and Endeavours, as well as our 
Prayers, for the preventing or quieting ob all 
new Quarrels among us. That, as we had 
almoſt undone our ſelves by our Hatreds and 
bitter Contentions ; ſo we may be preſerved by 
a firm Union, in ſincere Love and brotherly Af- 
tection. 

Which is a Vertue, that our Holy Religion 
commends unto us above all other things. Put 
on (as the Eleft of God, Holy and Beloved) Bow- 
els of Mercy, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, 
Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering ; forbearing one another, 
aud forgiving one another, if any Man have a 
quarrel againſt any. And above all theſe things, put 
on Charity, which is the Bond of Parfeftneſs. And 
let the Peace of God rule in your Hearts, to the 
which alſo ye are called in one Body. Col. 3. 12, 
13, &c. Which the ſame Apoſtle preſſes upon 
the Philippians, in the moſt paſhonate and mo- 
ving manner imaginable; (Phzl.2.1,2.) If there 
be any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any Comfort "in 
Love, (which we cannot but feel to be exceed- 
ing great, if we be under the Power of it ) 
if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels und 
| C 3 Mercies ; 
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Mercies ; fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like-minded, 
having the ſame Love, being of one Accord, of one 
Mind. 

This is ſufficient to ſhew, that if Chriſtian 
Religion have taken poſſeſſion of '. our Hearts, 
and bear any {way there, we ſhall be ſtrongly 
knit together as one Man, for the common Good 
of the whole Body to which we belong. And 
if we be, I have. demonſtrated how much this 
will contribute to the Exaltation of our Nation, 
by Unity and Peace at Home. 


IV. But ſuppoſe a Nation be aſſaulted from 
abroad, true Religion will make them copragiomn 
and undaunted, being the Mother of Fortitude 
and Valour ; which raiſes the Power, Glory, 
and Reputation of a Nation to the greateſt 
height. | | 

I. And this it doth, becauſe it unites, them, 
as you have heard, in Bands of mutual Love 
and Kindneſs; which gives them confidence in 
each other, as well as moves them to join their 
common Counlels and joint Endeavours, for the 
Publick Good and Safety. 

2. And then it makes all theſe Counſels and 
Enterpriſes go on {moothly and. chearfully, 
without thoſe Rubs and. Impediments which 
are wont to be raiſed by Fears, and Jealouſies, and 
Diſtruſts one of another. | 

3. And, thirdly, by increa(ing their. Treaſure, 
as I have faid, and giving them Publick Spirits 
to incline them to part with it for the Publick 
Good, it enables them to make vey Rerporagions 


before vbe King-aud Queen, 
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for mutual Defence, 2 Wiſdom 2nd Pome To 


ſhall direct. 


4. Which Preparations allo are, managed by 
oy with that Induſtry, Diligence, aud 
Frugality before-mentioned : Upon which. de- 
pends great likelihood of good. Succeſs. For 
that Religion which makes a, Man indultrious 
in his private Calling, will much more. engage 
him to;the diligent and cqn{cientious diſcharge 
of any Publick Truſt commuted to. him... . 

All which tends to inſpire a People with Cou- 
rage, when they ſee they want Nothing that is 


_neceſlary for their Defence ;, but only the Divine 
Aid and Syccour;- Which, .as you ſhall hear 2- 


non, they. cannat reaſonably ſuſpect, will with- 
draw it ſelf from a People, - fearing God, and 
working Righteouſneſs. No, quite contrary, they 
ought to be confidgnt, of his Preſence with them, 


eſpecially, ia all Straits, and Difficulties : - Which 


Confidence will, marvelouſly:heightea and railc 
their Courage and: Reſolution. . For as it natp- 
rally makes a Man, very undauntgd and valiant, 
when he js not conſciaus to himſelf of any baſe 
Deſiga or vile Praftice : So: Confidence 1n God, 
and full; perſwaſion that he will be: with us "in 
an Undertaking, doth exceedingly increaſe and 
exalt that Courage which a good Conſcience 
breeds in us. Þ And of this we ought' not to 


doubt, when we are a truly Religious, Juſt and 


Holy People ; devoted to the love of God, and 
of one another, 
And as this mightily inſpires a Nation with 


Confidence; ſo this unanimous Courage and 
Cons» 
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Confidence in a Nation, no leſs daunts their 
Enemies ; and either deters them from Invaſion, 
or diſheartens them in rhe Attempt : For who is 
able to ſtand before a great People, united amo 
themſelves ; that fight, not with divided Aﬀeti- 
ons, nor to ſerve particular Intereſts and FaQtions, 
but for the Common Preſervation, and the Pub- 
lick Good ? tt 

And now that I mention, &« Great People, it 
puts me in mind of another thing, which I will 
briefly touch, 


V. True Religion exalteth -a Nation, by iz- 
creaſing it into a multitude of 'People : Which evi- 
dently gives it Renown, by making a People 
Powerful, and -Formidable to its Neighbours ; 
eſpecially, when it abounds with People, not of 
a feeble, but of an able and ſtrong Conſtitution 
of Body, as well as of vertuons Minds. For ſo 
this wiſe Man hath obſerved, a little-before m 
Text, Verſ. 28. In the multitude of People is the 
King's Honour ; but in the want of People, # the 
deſtruftion of the Prince. Who is Nothing, if 
he have no SubjeAs: but the more numerous 
they are, the greater is his Force and his Splen- 
dor at Home, and his Fame and Reputation A- 
broad ; which very much depends upon the 
populouſneſs of his Country, when it is ſto- 
a with ſuch worthy Perſons as I have deſcri- 
bed. | 

Now, True Religion increaſes a People into a 
Multitude, by chaſte Marriages, and baniſhing 
Fornication and yagrant Luſts: and alſo by that 


health- 
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healthful ſtate:of Body, wherein Temperance, 
Soberneſs, Chaſtity ' and Induſtry, preſerves 
Mankind. This is ſo plain, that it needs no 
Proof; and is one Argument againſt that Impu- 
rity, Filthineſs, and Debauchery, which hath 
exceedingly abounded among us: That it not 
only ſhuts Men-out of the Happineſs of the o- 
ther World, (as St. Pan! ſhews, 1 Cor. vi. 9.) 
but haſtens them alſo out of this ; weakens and 


deſtroys their Bodies; ſhortens their Life, dif- ' 


peoples their Country ; 'and makes a Nation fee- 
ble and puſilanimous, when tt 15 generally in- 
feted with this Diſeaſe. Upon which account, 
it is the intereſt of all Princes, to puniſh the Vi- 
ces of this ſort, very ſeverely: not only as dif- 
pleaſing to God, but as extreamly di{-ferviceable 
to themſelves. 


VI. From all which I might ſhow how, 
Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, by inviting other 
People to reſort unto it, and increaſe its Num» 
bers: Either for their Education, or their Im+ 
provement,among thoſe who have;gained a great 
Reputation in the World, for their Wiſdom, or 
their Sobriety and Purity, or their Unity and 
good Government, their Induſtry, their Cou- 
rage, &c. and all thoſe excellent Qualities fron 
whence theſe things are derived. 

But I need not add any thing morefor the proof 
of what I undertook, Lay all theſe Conſidera- 
tions together, and if Wealth, 'if Wiſdom and 
Knowledg, if unanimous AﬀeQtion'to the Pub» 
lick Good, if Peace and Concord, if ——_* 

vs 
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|  bersof People in Health and:Strengyby if Farme 


and. Reputation, it Fortitude; and Courage,. if 
Counſel and ConduRt, if confidence of- Succeſs 
in all their Enterpriſes can raiſe. and exalt the 
Glory of a Nation ; then true Religion and Ver- 
tue,, ( ſerious Obedience. to' all. the Laws of 
Chriſt)- is the Exaltation of a-Nation. For all 
theſe are the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, as I have 
plainly demonſtrated, whea it is generally pra- 
ciſed. | |; | 
For ſo this Propoſition js- to; be underſtood; 
Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, when that Na- | 
tion (that is) becometh Righteous, The ſole 


'Vertue indeed of the Princes that govern it, may 


do much towards it. For « Kyng that ſitteth in 
the Throne of Judgment, (laith this wite Man) 
ſcattereth away all Evil with his Eyes, xx. 8. and 
again, verſ. 26. A wiſe King ſeattereth the Wic- 


| ked, and bringeth'the Wheel over them ; that is, pu- 


niſheth them ſeverely, Righteous Lips' are the' 
delight,of . Kings, ( #.e. of ſuch: wiſe Kings ) and 

they.love him that ſpenketh right, xvi. 13. They 

promote, . that is, vertuous Men, not Flatterers, 

{uch as fpeak what is-true, not what they think 

wall pleaſe, / unto places 'ofT'ruſt and Authority, 

And. when the Righteous ane-in Authority, the Pep-" 
Pig; rejoice': | But when" the» micked bear” Rule, the 
People mourn; XX1X: 2, 

But; though all- this be. true, yet it is becauſe 
ſuch Princes are the bleſſed Inftruments of re- 
forminga Nation, (which begins in reforming} 
the\Court; and-thoſe: who are in: Authority ) by-' 
whoſe:generall Amendment, by 'the Peoples- be-- 
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But =o FY very great Advantages in 
themſelves, are..{mall in compariſon with that 
hich: llows4i 24... Then ſingular Favour and 
Bleſvg. of the Divine Yov/idences which i 15. .Þre: 
yred by: the Righteouſneſsof a,Nation. 
For the underſtanding. of which, at muſt he 
chnſidered, that the Providence of, God is the 
great and fir Mover, wliich turns about all the 
Wheels of Humane Airs, 2nd orders: how and 
wither they | ſhall go ;. Whereby FR, Are many 
rames, .carxied þ; ar, ot}: erwile. than. w eight and 
contrive,,, This jsa Truth io. Rh noted in this 
Book, that from thence we may conclude it is a 
Matter oh: very gh [0 it is noteafy 
to. pays all, RYt- "2 Thy P; Yepar a- 
trons of: the _ in pew az the Anſi F ? of t the. 
Tongue,,#s from the Lord; who gives, tht is, 
what Succeſs, he alt to; Megs Deliberations 
and Diſcourſes.., And, //, er,'9 Sp ans Heart 
drpiſers þ his Way, i(s. 6. "Ieligs an-Eng,' and tlie 
cans tO it} ut the Lora direfteth hy, feps' ; tO 
fuch an 1ſue,, perhaps, as he. never gu&ht "of. 
And again, wer, 33. of the ſame; Chaptes. "The 
Lot « caſt into the Lap ; Jon the whole' d lt ing 
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def IV ©” 


ma 6 ©" C—r——— Yo ea 


i 


— — 2 


2 


A Foſt-Sertfibul prodebed'\ 


- © wa 


21, Thbre ure many” Deticts" is 'k Wh oFtane 
YeutY;beleſs the Coonfet bf *th# Lokd,” fur fl 
ſtand... And, xx." 24. "Mh"s 'gopngs ave of The 
Loxd ; how can 4 Man then upderſtand 'his bun 
way ? That is, as no Man cart take one ftep' to- 
wards any thing he deſi þ without permiſſion 
from above : Soit 15 im ible for him to know 
what the Sucgeſs will be of that, which he pro- 
jeas. xxi. T1, The Kt Heir (on whoſe mo- 
tions, we knoy, the Fate of "Kingdoms depend) 
7% tn tie Hlndof the Lidl,gs the Revers of Warty* 
he” turneth it whlthesforver ht" wth *'Once:.tmwre,; 
Verk, 39,31: bf. che' Fane Chapter 3'Th#e "vs 
Wiſdom, nor Under finding," vor Counſel 4gatnſt 
the Lond, The Horſe is prpired auind rhe Dip 
if Battel.\ but [afety is fo e Loyd 7 3. 6. Whats 
ever warfike Preparations” arty - Prince '{Hall 
make, though mdever fo great; atid neyer ſo well 
conduRed and "managed, af 15 to no ptrpoſe,”un- 
leſs the LORD favour his Arms, ard gwe good 
ſucceſs to his Counſels and Defigns. 

Which is the very Ground and Reaſon of 'our 
meeting here this — implore his Blefling uport 
their Mijeſties and their Forces,by Sea ind Land ? 
Whereby. we make a ſolemn acknowledgment* of 
the Truth of what I have now ſaid ; that the diſc 
poſal, of all'Events depehds upon the Providence 
of God: "Which we ought, therefore,” by all 
means tq-engage tobe ortonr Side: Particdltirly, 


by humble, and fervent, and frequent Prayer to 


him :* Whick the Holy Scripture calfs ſeeking the 

Face, that is, the Favour of Gvd'; who alone 

can.make our way proſperous'; and'7 whoſe fear 
4 ( as 
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(a as this Y Man ſpeaks, 'xiy. 26. Y 5s Prong 
Confidence, of good Sttcceſs, that is, in all Enter. 
Prizes, and Crate FPt in al Dangers: | 

Bat if we! veany y ferious betief = God; #ng 
of his Provi NG: e Qantivt ichagine thay! 
be engaged'to favour us, . by our Prayers ah 
They muft never b&ontitted'; but If 'we' addreſs 
6tir{elyes to God, with no reſolutions of” arnend- 
rent; this" very wife' Man hath told us our 
Dom! ir thexv. 8, The Sptrifice "of tht Wirekes 
br an thomibation to rhe Loyd, He wil Teje&tir, 
eſpecially when he brings jt with "s wicked Mind, 
( xxi, 27.) as if he thought, » BY his Sacrifices, 
to bribe the Divine Majeſty,. perſwade him 
to wink'ar his'Sins. But, {ah "the Peg ſide, he 
tells ys in the very;fame reath, 7%; Prayer if the 
Upright #5 hiy del. Day's hich! he repeats in the 
29th Verſe, ' rg Lotd 5; for from the Wicked 3 
but hg heaverh. the Prayer of the Righteous. Who 


deyourly nowledging the Divine Providence; 
ard Ho; wg flacerety to' obſerve: his Comt- 
IN rey Fa with' lim to pive, 'rhem what 
ep Uefire 3* his Favour, Prot ivo, "ahd 'Bleſ 
ms to profper. thetn, i all their Vaderta- 


kin : 

7 ; uy t6's dethi Fork; bis to Fink 
E:: ral Cog br s lure Mende "He 
dece mw 1 Ng 18; Math kst0 raiſe hit» 
_— Greatneſs wiC ked' Devices ; #nwhich he 


ra whi but Event atlaſt will dif- 
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otkers..: The like. we read, xii, Fa A., Man: (hatl 
not be eftablifbed by, Wickedueſs : but the . Root of 
che Righteous ſpall; yrs. be moved. . And here ;iu 
this Chapters, Verſe 11,; The, Houſe, of ,che Wigted 
[hall he overthrown; but the Tabernacle of the Righ- 
teous ſhall, floyriſp, There was agreat difterence 
between an Houſe and a Tabernacle ;, the former 
being builr ſtrong and firm, to endure for an Age 
"i or-ſeyeral Generations ;; but the other..(a Taber- 
neviely was reared up, ont for a Lige,; Nightly 
jirxed and pur cogetber, x0 be taken; down. and 
carried, 0na {udden, any whither.. : And ſuch is 
the Providence of God, the wiſe Man obſcryes, 
over the Riglueous, that he makes his weak Ta- 
bernacle abide apd flouriſkg when-thg very Houle 
of he Wkocknce ouly,decays,.. but 1s. gyerturn- 
ed. ... Thus. the,, World hath ſeen. many . Patens 
Princes put down. from their” Seat, -and Goal 
ones raiſed up. an their ſtead ; accordiag to: the 
diſcourſe of the pious Father of this wile. Mag, 
whobids us mark what be faith, Plaby, xxx;1. 
where, after he: bad ſaid, Verſ.36.17.. ere 45.40 
King ſaved by the xuultitude of an Hoſt : '« mighty 
Mas' is not delevered by much . ſtrength. An Horſe 
is 4 vain thing thing to ſave a Man, &c. He adds 
immediately 2 Ker 6 I93, Bebola, take. notice of 
thisg, the. Bye. of e Lord 15 upon them that. fear 
his, (of luch he ill Ge ſpeciatcare, and ex- 
erciſe a maſt. tender and watchful Providence 0+ 
ver them) upon them that hope in his Mercy : to 
deliver their Soul from Death, and to. keep them 4- 
live in.time of Faming : To preſerve them, that 
is, 1a the greateſt Dangers, and deliyer them out 
of the greateſt Straits. . * And 
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And truly the Providence of God is in juſtice 
ingaged to give Countenance and Incouragement 
ro true Piety and Vertue in the World, And 
pes it. do nor move always ſo ſwiftly. as we 
expett and defire,' yet we may obſerve there have 
been ſuch Revolutions of Providence in all Na- 
tions, in one Ape or other, as have ſufficient! 
demonſtrated how much God concerns himſelt, 
to bleſs thoſe, who. live in obſervance of him, and 
to puniſh'thoſe'who do otherwile. 
| I will not preſume, now that -it is time to 
draw_.towards a"Concluſion, to lay before you the 
ſtory of the Jews, over whom this wiſe Kin 
reigned ; but only fay, that as God had choſen 
them, from among alt Nations, to-be his People, 
planted them in a chofen Land, and bleſſed them 
with wife and. holy Laws, promiſed them all 
manner of PFeliciry, upon condition of their Obes 


diefnce: Sq, notwithitanding this peculiar rela- 


tion to him, the ſame Providence, which pro- 
miſed them ProteQion, Safety 'and Proſperity, 
if they obeyed him, threatned to abandon them 
unto incvitable Ruin, if they forfook him and re- 
belled againſt him. Whence thoſe remarkable 
words, Dent. v. 29. O that there were ſuch an 
Heat in them, that they would fear mie, and "keep 
my Commandments always, that it might be well- 
with them, &e. Where he ſpeaks as if it were 
not in his own Power to blefs them, unleſs they 
would fear and: obey him always; becaufe God 
cannot do that at all, which he cannot do con- 
liftently with his Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Ho- 
NOUT. : Bi. 
And 
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And however Divine Providence may pleaſe 
to order things in thoſe Nations who are not.ſq 
nearly related,to him ; yet we canngt Put burbs 
he will deal with,ys.( CANRans. hp Bol 
come whit Kj.v ©, his peculiar. P 
ver y ſahe ve hedealt with hea me > 
Blels ws, 65 Curſe us, according as we, obſerve 
or break his Holy L aWs, .. 

'" But, I ke 80 hp on to. ueſtion his. making this 
diſtinftion (even - og Tnhdel els,. who know. not 
ty My of Teſts Jt: If WE may :judge of 

"at doth now, by what he'did 19 ancient 
times. When the Heathens themſelves obſerved 
this difference, -a5 appears by the Writers of the 

$toxy,: who. take notice, that. while the 

en fie wo? rvers of the Law, of Nations, apd 
cantinu Rs $1g1ous , frugal, induſtrious, ſober, 
and moderate, ( as they were in their;begianing) 
God's Bleſſing reſted, upon them, and they, prox 
Lhe wroperiplly , Wwhitherſoever they, went, 
Ms Y they grew yn Rigus, lyatrigus, ag 
TT 1 MOLE WI hall manger of PE 

ſoon dwindled » grew. WEAR $90 ſt the 
line Dominions they had: in,the World _ 
had they been at the firſt, riſe of their Empire, 
as vain as the ot (im. ule Ip Wonts of 2 
great Diyihe.. of. our ow T3, us.) 
$_Lyxurions as .the Af Na Pe ious ap:tha 
C pn ck Ma as polor.nch and Barbargus. as many 
other Nations, whom, they conquer'd; they 
could net haye been;ſocanſaotly fortunate i inthew 
Engerprizes, at home and;abroad, asxbey were fon 


many years. pant 


» 
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:Gbd; wideed þ is/a debter.; ro-no:body': butr{izch 
i513 Bounty, ſuch (his love: tb Righteouſtieſs; af 
wwhatfoever fort it be, That he will not fuffer 
moral Vertue, . civil Jaſtice, Honeſty and Truth, 
and;conftant execution of Laws, whicl: tn thetr 
kind 4nd'degree are good, to. be wholly: unre- 
warted:: But by ſuch means any Nation ' in the 
World-may beexalted aboye thoſe who arciother- 
ways:difpolcd. 
'How much more then may Chriftiah. People 
this Favour. from the Lord,.in:the faithful 
obſervanee of his holy Laws? Dich erue Righ- 
tedbſneſs; ifor: inftance, prevail-in 'this Chriſtian 
tngdom,' what an happy People might we' be ? 
As happy,” as we have made ourſelves notorious 
ro-atl cho World; forthe Puoifhmments. God hath 
wiliQeddn'us:.\ i ho, bo riot 7 
What were the late Civil Wars, and the weful 
EfeRs of *them,. but the Calannrties:winch'God 
ſear upon a ſinful People, for our diſobtdieace to 
him? And fince the wonderful Reftotitivon of 
the Royal Family and the Monarchy, Whatiwett 
the Peftilencey the Firez' and: othen: Judgments, 
which preſently /enſned, but tokefrs of Gods aott- 
tinned: diſpleaſure againſt us, for:our abuſe: of his 
toving-kindneg? We tioted upon his Meroics ; 
We waxtd fat and ticked againſt bim'; weatandon'd 
our-ſelyes' ro: Luft, Pride, and 1dleneſs; and: toall 
manner- of \.Pebauchery';.. any , to'Irreligian;; 
Atheiſm and Infidelity : for which- cauſe thoſs 
heavy Calamities fel: upon us: And what was 
the: eff@& of them? Aﬀeer we had\felr che ſmart 
of ſo mahp-rervible Judgments, we fell 1,ito: fuck 
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implacable Animoſities, arid deadly Hatreds one 
againſt another, that we. drew. upon our ſelves 
. the greateſt Plague of all, thatof Popery. Which 
had: ſet up its Chappels, Schools, and Convents 
among us; and, had not Gad's Mercy: prevetited 
by our late marvellous Deliverance, . would have 
brought in thoſe, :hipps, and Gibbets, and. Racks, 
and Fires, and other loltruments of Crueity', 
wherewith we have ſeen it, torturing the Bodies 
and Souls of innumerable good Men and Women, 
in France, and 1n other places. And ſball weſh4l 
adventure to'continue-an unrefarmed Nation; be- 
cauſe God hath ſpared us from utrer ruige! ?; After 
all this is come upon us, for our evil Deeds, as Ezra 
ſpeaks, and for our great Treſpaſs, and after he' hath 
gtven us ſuch « Deliverance as this, which; we have 
lately received, ſhall we again break his Cormand- 
ments ? B (16. W i; jv 
What a ſtrange thing will it be, -not to believe 
our own Experience,though we would not believe 
God's Holy Word ? Which now, one would think, 
ſhould have greater -credit with; -us; when we 
have: ſeen! it fo:.fully verified in- our ſelves, that 
Sin ic a reproach to any People.) Which, 10 reaſon, 
ſhould move us to try the Truch of the other part 
of my Text; of which I have now treated ; and 
by working Righteouſncſs, ſatisfy ovr-. ſelves 
how it will exalt us. . As. T' baye. proved it. will, 
not only by its owmnatural:Conſequences : (there 
being ' no Vertue,  whichi tends not to great 
ten a Nation that lives. in the - praftice of 
it) but by the ſpecial Bleſſing of the Almighty ; 
whole Method. this-is, which. he : conſtantly; ob- 
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fired to bleſs the rightdods; "ue camp him ad 
his fawour as with a ſhield.” 

Hear this Wife-man once more, Prov x. 2 
The way of the' Lord is Rrength to the upright; 
but deſtruftion ſhall be''ts' the workers of intquty. 
The way-of the Lord, that is," this is the' divine 
Method to give ſtrength and power to apright 
men :"or the very obſervarice of 'the Rules of ver- 
tue (which may be meant here by-the way of the 
Ler1)' the keeping cloſe to God's Laws, afid walk- 
ing in his ways, 4nſpires the Upright with courage 
and reſolution, wher! any evil threatens therti': 
but the workers of iniquity are feeble r ſpixi- 
ted ; and ſhall be broken in'pieces by that deſtru- 
tion, which is coming upon them. His Father 
gives the reaſon of it, Pſad. xtt. «lt, The righteois 
Lord loveth righteouſneſs, hs countenance doth behold 
the upright. Let us love righteouſneſs theri, thet 
we may be teloved of the Lord. And if we hive 
any Authority, -let upright men have our conntes 
nance and favour { as the plory-'arid ſtrength of 
the Nation,” the'' Chariots and" Hoyſeimery for the 
fafegir® '6f' their Countrey”)' that” the. righteous 
Lord may countenance us i alf v6ur' waysand 

ceedings, ard'we may find: him! propitjousto us on 

all occaſions. . 
'/Thax's the uſe we —= ts make of what ith 

been ſaid. | w wn I 


FL, Firſt, Las every av often, being comvinted 


of theſe Truths; and ſeriouſly refleting'on ther, 


reſolve t6' eonfulr the fafety and: happineſs of the 
Kingdom, of which we are Members; by betaking 
E our 


30 - A. Faſt-Serman; preached 
our ſelves hereaſter:toa. religious courle of life, in 
all holineſs and righteouſneſs all our days... Let-us 
begin it this day ; by-making it a day, not only-of 
humiliation , but of ſerious and unteigned repen- 
tance. Let it conclude in- ſolemn Reſolutions of 
amendment of life, - That, as by Wickedneſ this 
Nation hath been laid. low,. and made deſpicable 
in the eyes of all our. Neighbours; who neither 
loved nor feared us, becauſe we had forſaken both 
our own, and their true Intereſt : ſo we may raiſe 
the Reputation of it, and.make it great, eminent 
and.illuſtrious, bythe faithful practice of true Re- 
ligion-and Vertue. + - 
-- 2. 'And let us not only make this Reſolution, but 
make it good : by calling it often to mind; by repre- 
ſeating;to our ſelves.the advantages of ſincere pie- 
ty,' even in-this preſent life ; by ſetling this. per- 
ſuafion.in our-mind, that. it is the Intereſt of the 
Nation to bereligious. Which cannot fail to ſway 
| our affecion to it : and what we love, we always 
purſue till we have attained it. .If we love then 
oor ſelves, if we love our Nation, if we lovetheir 
Majeſties, our Government,” our Countrey ; we 
ſhall loye righteouſneſs. | | 
: : 3» And fince Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, it 
1s our intereſt to do all we can to exalt.raghteouſ- 
neſs , :and, advance it; to: the greateſt heigth ;'by 
being zealous of gozd works. We have bepft ver 
zealous for things of little moment, in compariſc 
with the weighty mattersof God's Laws j very zea- 
+ lous'$o-undo one another,and to rune our Country: 
Let us now be as zealpus for, our. common fafety 
and preſervation, by beading. our moſt carne en» 
: eavours 
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deavours, to provoke one another to ove and to good 
works 3 to be ſincerely good our felves, and' to 
make others fo likewiſe, as much as-Jies'in 'onr 
power : That'is, devoutly pious ;/ ſtriMMy juſt and 
merciful ; tempetateand ſober ; diligent and indu- 
ſtrious in our ſeveral Callings and Offices ;' pub- 
lick ſpirited ; zealoufly' concerned for the com- 
mon good; kindly afteQtoned one to another in 
brotherly love; forgiving'oneanother, if any man 
have.a quarrel againft any ; as earneft againſt re- 
venge, as perhaps we have been for it ; ſtudying 
the things that make for peace; labouring to con- 
vince men of their errors, with the meekneſs of 
wiſdom; bearing with thoſe whom we cannot con- 
vince ; by no means quarrelling one with another 
about different Opinions : but joining with one 
heart, and one Soul, for the defence of our Reli- 
gion, and our Countrey ; our Laws and Liberties. 
Then we may promiſe to our ſelves the Di- 
vine Protection and Bleſſing. : God will make us 
great and powerful : and we'fhall tread upon the 
necks of, our Enemies. , He will hear. our Prayers 
which we have now made unto him (and I hope 
will continue to make every day; becauſe nothing, 
as you have heard, can proſper without his Bleſſing) 
for the ſafety of Their Majeſties, and the Succeſs of 
Their Arms,” in Their preſent great Undertaking 
for the,neceſfary defence of Their People. We'n 
not fear what man tas do*unto us; fo, nor fear the 
arrows of the Almizhty, I mean the raging Peſtilence; 
nor devouring Fire ; nor that Flood neither, which 
St. John ſaw the Dragon pour out of his mouth, co 
drown the Church ; that * Popiſh gs 
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That.grand 'Oppreſlqr, who-hath raiſed himſelf 
by methods, quite.contrary to this of So/omon ;_ and, 
as if ,he, intended to diſprove the truth of God's 
word, hath-indeavoured to exalt his Nation,, by 
nothing but Fraud and Forgery, Perfidiouſnels and 
Perjury., by breaking his, Faith, and yiolating 
Leagues and Solemn Treaties, by Wrong and Rob- 
bery, nay, by the utmoſt degree of Cruelty and 
Barbarity ; this haughty. Oppreſſor, I ay, who 
hath ruin'd many. other Countries as well as his 
own, ſhall. not be able to hurt us : But God will 
ſucceed their Majeſties in the War wherein we are 
now engaged againſt him, and make them go on 
prof] Feron y, becauſe of truth, meekweſs and righte- 
auſue/s. 

oo ſince that Natioo hath ſo highly. affronted 
the Divine Majeſty (as well as abuſed all Mankind 
with whom they. have had to do }: as ſure as God 
is in Heaven, he will lay them low : becauſe they 
have been ſo Atheiſtical, as to advance themſelves 
by all manner of Falſhood and Treachery, Injuſlice 
and Cruelty ; having - mockt at thoſe Vertues 
( Tnuth and Honeſty, &c..) without which the 
World cannot ſubGſt , but. muſt be turned into a 
Wilderneſs, 

We cangot appoint Times and Seaſons unto the 
Almighty Wigom : but if the vniverſfal deſire of 
all Nations.could prevail with God, we might be 
apphilent the as, 's 000g, } rn be wi Gy 
lou the high looks of the proved. ( if Lmay apply the 

of _—_ to tis ay} vg ave bs 
oor affiict;4 prope, upon wham. be trample 
with Koroful pride-ang, crugſty,. "i 
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- before ths King evd Queen. 


He and his Adherents cannot long proſper, one 
would think, by ſuch impious Pohticks, as they 
have praQtiſed : but the righteous Lord, who jitteth 
in the Throne, judging right ; will make all the 
World ſee by the judgment he will execute upon 
them, that he loverh the righteous ; but the wicked 
ond him that I.wveth violence, his ſoul hateth. pon 
themicked he will rain ſnares, fire and brimſtone, and 
an horrible tempeſt : this ſhall be their portion-to 
drink. 

But ſuppoſe God fhould defer this Vengeance for 
ſome time, and ſuffer him to be a further ſcourge 
to a ſinful World ; nay, ſhould let him be the rod of 
his anger to chaſtiſe us for our ingratitude to him: 
yet'theſe three things are certainly true. 

1. Firſt, That he will not always bear with im- 
pious Oppreſlors : but hgh band join in hand ( as 
Solomon ſpeaks, xi. 21. though one oppreſlor join 
to help another ) the wicked ſhall not go unpuniſhed. 

2. And that Puniſhment will be very terrible 
when it comes. For though mercy will ſon pardon 
the meaneſt ( as it is in the Book of Wiſdom, vi. 4.) 


yet mighty men ſhall be mightily tormented; becauſe 


being Miniſters of his Kingdom, they abuſed his 
Power, and that wantonly ; having abundant 
means to pleaſe themſelves, without doing the leaſt 
hurt unto others. 

3- And. this Comfort, in the mean time, may 
be adminiſtred unto all thoſe who have amended 
their lives, and grown better by God's former Judg- 
ments, or by our late Deliverance ; that they will 
find God favourable unto them, to prote and de- 
liver them, in the needful time. of trouble, ſhould it 


pleaſe. . 
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pleaſe him to let it come again to try them. So we 
are aſſured -by | this Wiſe-man 3 who hath left us 
InftruQtions: of | this kind = You Mc a 

reat many together in the beginning of the Ele- 
Frank Chapeers V. 3, 4» S» 5 Sch =o all I ſhall 
mention : The integrity of the upright ſhall guide 
them ; buf” the perverſeneſs of tranſgreſſors ſhall de- 
froy them. Riches profit not in the day of wrath ; 
but righteouſneſs delivereth from death. The righ- 
teouſneſs of the perfett ſhall direft his way ; but the 
wicked ſhall fall by his own wickedneſs. The righte- 
ouſneſs of the upright ſhall deliver them ; but tranſ- 
greſſors ſhall be wh in their own naughtineſs. The 
Senſe of all which is this, That the higheſt Wiſ- 
dom, is to be ſincerely good. There 1s no Policy, 
comparable to-perfe&t Integrity : Which in diffi- 
cult times will guide and direct a man unto the ſu- 
reſt way for his preſervation : When nothing elſe 
will ſecure him 3 but contrary Courſes inevitably 
lead him unto his ruin. 


God, of his Infinite Mercy, grant, That as we un- 
derſtand theſe things, ſo we may conſider them, 
and lay them to heart ; yea, lay them up in our 

heart, and refle# uponithem as frequently as they 
are repeated in this Book ; that we may make 
them the rule of our attions, and truſt to them 
as the moſt certain way to Safety and Security 
( if not Proſperity ) in this World; as well 
as to Eternal Felicity ina better Life, 


THE END. 


ERRATA. 
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